Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 013954 TOSEC 010061 
ORIGIN PA-02 


Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CCO-00 SS-15 SSO-00 PRS-01 /019 R 


DRAFTED BY PA/M:BDSHANKS 
APPROVED BY PA/M: CWEREEMAN.JR. 
S/S-0 - MR. GOLDSMITH 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
PA, S/PRS, S/S 

049225 182234Z/14 

P 182139ZJAN78ZFP4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY PRIORITY 


UNCLAS STATE 013954 TOSEC 010061 


FOR CARTER FROM PA 


E.O. 11652: N/A 


TAGS: SOPN, OVIP (VANCE) 

SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 


1. HEREWITH EULL TEXT MILTON R. BENJAMIN ARTICLE, WASH- 
INGTON POST, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, HEADED "GREECE, 
TURKEY COOL TO PROSPECT OE VANCE MEDIATION ON CYPRUS." 


2. SECRETARY OE STATE CYRUS VANCE WILL VISIT BOTH 
TURKEY AND GREECE LATER THIS WEEK, BUT THE TWO NATIONS 
CAUTIONED THE UNITED STATES YESTERDAY AGAINST ATTEMPT- 
ING TO MEDIATE THEIR LONG-SMOULDERING DISPUTE OVER CY- 
PRUS. 


3. STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN JOHN TRATTNER, IN 
ANNOUNCING THAT VANCE WOULD ARRIVE IN ANKARA ERIDAY AND 
THEN FLY ON TO ATHENS SATURDAY, INDICATED THAT THE CAR- 
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TER ADMINISTRATION FELT THE TWO COUNTRIES MIGHT FINALLY 
BE READY TO NEGOTIATE A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT. 


4. GREECE AND TURKEY HAVE BEEN AT LOGGERHEADS OVER 
CYPRUS SINCE 1974, WHEN A COUP PACKED BY THE MILITARY 
GOVERNMENT THEN IN POWER IN ATHENS TOPPLED THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF CYPRIOT PRESIDENT ARCHBISHOP MAKARIOS. 
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5. THE TURKISH ARMY SUBSEQUENTLY INVADED CYPRUS AND 
SEIZED CONTROL OE 47 PER CENT OE THE ISLAND. GREECE 

HAS SINCE BEEN DEMANDING THAT TURKEY RETURN MUCH OF THIS 
AREA TO GREEK CYPRIOTS, SINCE TURKISH CYPRIOTS MAKE UP 
ONLY 18 PER CENT OE THE ISLAND'S POPULATION. 

6. TRATTNER SAID THE UNITED STATES HAD BEEN "VERY EN- 
COURAGED " BY SIGNS THAT TURKISH PRIME MINISTER BULENT 
ECEVIT, WHOSE NEW GOVERNMENT WAS CONFIRMED BY TURKEY'S 
PARLIAMENT YESTERDAY, "INTENDS TO WORK EOR A QUICK SOLU- 
TION" TO THE CYPRUS DISPUTE. 

7. THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION ALSO CONSIDERS IT ENCOUR- 
AGING THAT GREEK PRIME MINISTER CONSTANTINE KARAMANLIS HAS 
NOTED WITH SATISEACTION CERTAIN ELEMENTS OE ECEVIT'S RE- 
CENT STATEMENTS, TRATTNER SAID. 

8. BUT IN ANKARA, ECEVIT SAID YESTERDAY THAT HE HAD IN- 
VITED VANCE TO STOP OEF ON HIS WAY HOME EROM MIDDLE EAST 
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS TO DISCUSS TURKISH-AMERICAN PROBLEMS- 
NOT CYPRUS. 

8. ECEVIT'S EOREIGN MINISTER, GUNDUZ OKCUN, WARNED THE 
UNITED STATES EVEN MORE BLUNTLY AGAINST BECOMING "DIRECT- 
LY INVOLVED " IN TURKISH DISPUTES WITH GREECE. THE TWO 
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COUNTRIES, OKCUN DECLARED, ARE "MATURE ENOUGH TO SOLVE 
THEIR OWN PROBLEMS." 

9. THE VANCE VISIT WAS BEING VIEWED WITH EQUAL SKEPTICISM 
IN ATHENS, WHERE ONLY LAST WEEK THE KARAMANLIS GOVERN- 
MENT DECLARED THAT GREECE AND TURKEY SHOULD BE LEET TO 
SETTLE THEIR PROBLEMS ALONE. 

10. THE PROSPECT OF U.S. INTERVENTION ON THE CYPRUS QUES- 
TION DREW IMMEDIATE EIRE EROM THE POWERFUL GREEK POLITICAL 
OPPOSITION- WHICH INSISTS THAT THE DISPUTE MUST BE SOLVED 
THROUGH AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. 

1 1 . "WHY HAS THE PRIME MINISTER AGREED TO SEE VANCE?" 

OPPOSITION LEADER ANDREAS PAPANDREOU ASKED LAST NIGHT. 

"THE VANCE VISIT CONFIRMS THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS BEING 
PRESSURED TO MAKE CONCESSIONS." 

2. U.S. OPTIMISM THAT PROGRESS MIGHT NOW BE POSSIBLE ON 
THE CYPRUS ISSUE APPEARS TO BE BASED LARGELY ON THE RETURN 
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TO POWER IN ANKARA OF PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT, WHO LED THE 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT THAT ORDERED THE 1974 INVASION. 

13. ECEVIT INDICATED HIS WILLINGNESS TO TACKLE THE CY- 
PRUS PROBLEM IN TALKS LAST WEEK WITH U.N. SECRETARY GEN- 
ERAL KURT WALDHEIM. THE NEW PRIME MINISTER SAID YESTERDAY 
THAT HE WOULD ANNOUNCE HIS PROPOSALS FOR RESUMING THE 
DEADLOCKED CYPRUS PEACE TALKS AFTER CONSULTATIONS WITH 
TURKISH-CYPRIOT LEADER RAUF DENKTASH, WHO ARRIVED IN AN- 
KARA TODAY. 

14. KARAMANLIS, FOR HIS PART, HAS REACTED TO ECEVIT'S 
STATEMENTS WITH CAUTION. "NEITHER OPTIMISM NOR PESSI- 
MISM IS JUSTIFIED BEFORE THESE PROPOSALS ARE KNOWN," THE 
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GREEK PRIME MINISTER DECLARED. 

15. MANY GREEK GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ARE HIGHLY SKEPTICAL 
OF THE VIEW HELD BY WESTERN DIPLOMATS THAT ECEVIT-AS THE 
MAN WHO ORDERED THE TURKISH ARMY INTO TURKEY-IS THE MOST 
LOGICAL CANDIDATE TO BRING THE TROOPS HOME. 

16. GREEK OFFICIALS SUSPECT THAT ECEVIT'S RECENT OVER- 
TURES MAY BE NO MORE THAN WINDOW DRESSING TO INDUCE THE 
U.S. CONGRESS TO LIFT THE CRIPPLING ARMS EMBARGO IT 
IMPOSED AGAINST TURKEY FOLLOWING THE CYPRUS INVASION. 

17. THE ARMS EMBARGO, AND THE SUBSEQUENT TURKISH DE- 
CISION TO RETALIATE BY CLOSING U.S. INTELLIGENCE 
GATHERING INSTALLATIONS THAT MONITORED MILITARY MOVEMENTS 
IN THE SOVIET UNION, HAVE POISONED TURKISH-AMERICAN RELA- 
TIONS SINCE THAT TIME. 

18. IN MARCH 1976, THE FORD ADMINISTRATION REACHED AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE ANKARA GOVERNMENT UNDER WHICH TURKEY 
WOULD RECEIVE DOES. I BILLION IN MILITARY AID OVER FOUR 

YEARS IN RETURN FOR RESTORED U.S. ACCESS TO ITS MONITOR- 
ING STATIONS. 

19. THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAS ENDORSED THE AGREEMENT 
IN PRINCIPLE, BUT IT DECIDED TO AWAIT PROGRESS ON CYPRUS 
BEFORE ATTEMPTING TO WIN CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL FOR A 
RESUMPTION OF MILITARY AID TO TURKEY. 

2U. ECEVIT IS EXPECTED TO PRESS VANCE DURING THEIR ANK- 
ARA TALKS TO MAKE AN EFFORT TO GET THE MILITARY AID 
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PACKAGE THROUGH CONGRESS, ARGUING THAT WITHOUT IT, TUR- 
KEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO NATO (SIC). 

21. THE QUESTION OF U.S. BASES IS ALSO EXPECTED TO ARISE 
DURING VANCE'S TALKS IN ATHENS WITH KARAMANLIS. A NEW 
AGREEMENT ON AMERICAN BASES IN GREECE WAS REACHED LAST 
FALL UNDER WHICH THE UNITED STATES WOULD PROVIDE DOES. 
700 MILLION IN MILITARY AID TO GREECE OVER A FOUR- YEAR 
PERIOD. 

22. THE GREEK GOVERNMENT, HOWEVER, HAS NOT SIGNED THE 
AGREEMENT. U.S. OFEICIALS THINK KARAMANLIS GOVERNMENT, 
WHICH WAS CONCERNED OVER LEETIST EFEORTS TO EXPLOIT THE 
BASE ISSUE IN NATIONAL ELECTIONS LATE LAST YEAR, MAY NOW 
BE READY TO SIGN THE PACT. TRATTNER SAID, HOWEVER, THAT 
HE DID NOT EXPECT THE AGREEMENT WOULD BE SIGNED DURING 
VANCE'S VISIT THIS WEEKEND. CHRISTOPHER 
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